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prompt to take their revenge in 1639, when a large Spanish
fleet with troops for Flanders appeared in the Channel. A
running fight ensued until the Spaniards took refuge in the
Downs. Their necessities prompted Charles to offer his help
to the highest bidder. He would protect the Spanish fleet for
£150,000; he would stand aside and suffer the Dutch to destroy
the hostile armament if their allies, the French, would consent
to use the army in their pay in Germany to restore his nephew
to his hereditary possessions. Meanwhile the Dutch mustered
in overwhelming strength, and the accidental discharge of a
gun, on board a Spanish ship, which killed a Dutch sailor, was
utilized as a pretext to fall on. The Dutch won a decisive
victory, and Tromp, after his triumphant violation of English
territorial waters, added to the indignity Charles suffered by
lowering his flag in mock acknowledgement of English sove-
reignty at sea.
During the next ten years the question whether the English
civil war would be decided without the intervention of any
European power was the only one of importance in English
foreign affairs. So far as Charles I was concerned his best
chances of securing outside assistance seemed to come from
dynastic relationships. Unfortunately for him, however, the
whole energies of France were consumed by the determination
to gain territorial compensation at the expense of the Empire
as well as of Spain or by internal dissension* Moreover first
Richelieu, and then Mazarin, was not sorry to see England so
distracted that there was no further danger of a continuance of
that pro-Spanish policy which had so hampered the Franco-
Dutch allies. After the first civil war Mazarin's sympathies
were with the presbyterians rather than with the independents,
and especially with the Scots during the second civil war, and
his representative, Montrcuil, tried in vain to arrange terms
acceptable to both Charles and the Scots* Later, domestic
broils, known as the Fronde^ prevented his striking a blow to
save Charles I from the scaffold, even had he been so minded.
The other possible foreign ally for Charles I was the United
Provinces. Indeed, in consenting to the marriage (May 1641)
of his eldest daughter, Mary, to William, the heir of Frederick
Henry of Orange, the king hoped to strengthen his position in
England with a political alliance, but was obliged to be content
with a present of money. After the outbreak of civil war the

